Tallapoosa River Tips, Rules, and Information
1. Hydration is important. Do not underestimate the amount of water you may need for this trip.  Consider new technologies in water filtration to conserve weight and space.   
2. Ice is heavy.  Instead of using ice freeze your water bottles.  A frozen water bottle is now dual purpose and lasts longer than cubed ice.
3. Be sure to pack a quality First Aid Kit.  
4. Pack multiple small coolers instead of one large cooler.  Large coolers (48 quart or more) take up valuable real estate (leg room) in the boat.  Smaller coolers can fit underneath the seats or in the bow and stern of the boat.
5. When paddling with others coordinate what to pack to avoid duplication.  Consider a “packing practice dry run”.  Space is limited.  You will be surprised how small a 16 foot canoe can become.
6. Plan for inclement weather.  A simple 16 foot tarp could be your best friend.
7. If you choose to imbibe remember beer takes up a lot of valuable space in the cooler and the boat.  

8. UV and bug protection is important. Sunscreen, hats, bug repellant and long sleeved clothing will make your life on the river much more enjoyable. 

9. If planning to use your personal boat note - Boat size matters!  Smaller boats take more paddling effort over long distances versus longer boats.  Boats less than 12 feet in length are ill advised for this trip.

10. Towing extra gear or a child in a raft or another boat is a bad idea.  The boat being towed does track like a trailer towed behind a vehicle.  The extra resistance alone can make a 51 mile trip feel like a 200 mile trip.

11. When choosing a camp site always place boats above your physical camping location.  Should water rise without notice this enables you the opportunity to pack gear into your boat and seek higher ground.
12. Always tie boats off when you are not paddling

13. Pack it in, Pack it out. Leave no trace.  If you find trash (that which is not yours) simply pick it up.  Orange net bags are available.  Do your part, Recycle!

14. Extinguish campfires completely.

15. Property along the Tallapoosa River is private property and should be respected.  Do not trespass.  

16. The sand bars along the river are of public domain and are available to camp or explore.  Again, be respectful of adjacent property owner’s rights and boundaries.

17. Jenkins Creek Sandbar is a pay to stay site.  They are located approximately 1 mile north of the Emerald Mountain toll bridge.  If you have questions contact them at 334-277-1146
18. Water levels and river flows can change without notice. The following resources should be used to help identify current and/or predict future conditions:
Alabama Power Company owns and operates multiple dams on the Tallapoosa River.  Thurlow dam is the last dam on the river and your put in approximately 3 miles downstream of the dam.  Water flow through the dam is measured in Cubic Feet per Second or CFS.  The term Unit = 1 Generator.  Each Unit is capable of up 6000 CFS.  Thurlow dam has four (4) units (generators) and a minimum flow of water no less than 1200 CFS.
Info by phone call 1-800-LAKES11 (1-800-525-3711)  (follow options for Tallapoosa River, Thurlow Dam, Generation Schedule)

Info via the internet www.apcshorelines.com   (click on View all lakes and dams, then click Thurlow, then click Operating Schedules )
The USGS maintains water gauges at two locations for this portion of the Tallapoosa River (extremely useful for determining the height of the river).

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=02419500 (USGS gauge data for the Tallapoosa River at Milstead located near the U.S. Hwy 229 bridge. This gauge is approximately 7 miles down river from the beginning of your trip. )

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/al/nwis/uv?site_no=02419890 (USGS gauge data for the Tallapoosa River at the Montgomery Water plant north of the U.S. Hwy 231 bridge. This gauge is approximately 40 miles down river from the beginning of your trip. Additionally this gauge provides water temperature data.)
19. For emergencies contact 911 first!  You can also contact Coosa River Adventures at 334-514-0279.  Remember when you contact 911 authorities are coming and will not give up until you’re physically contacted.
20. Outside of a life threatening emergency, pickup at any location other than Fort Toulouse will incur additional fees and possible delays.  Plan your paddling time accordingly.  Even at the lowest water levels paddlers can easily average 3 miles per hour. 
21. You can keep us posted as to your progress via phone at 334-514-0279 or text messaging to 334-868-5517.

22. Upon your arrival at Fort Toulouse call Coosa River Adventures at 334-514-0279.  Although we are located 6 miles by road from Fort Toulouse, during peak season, Saturday or Sunday pickups may take up to an hour.  Please be patient.
